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Feel at home at 
Tilburg University

Studying at Tilburg University means studying at a world-class university on a lively campus, 

in the vibrant city of Tilburg. Our university occupies a leading position in international  

rankings and is renowned for its research into people and society. We have also been 

voted best specialist university in the Netherlands in the field of education.

Studying at Tilburg University also means ‘understanding society’: each day, our teachers

and scholars apply their advanced knowledge to the most pressing issues facing the global 

community. The moment you arrive at Tilburg University, you will join this international 

and multicultural community of academics, students and support staff.

You will soon feel at home at our university, where you will be challenged by our excellent

English-taught Master’s and Research Master’s programs. Living and learning in one of 

the most internationally-oriented countries in Europe also guarantees that you will enjoy 

an internationally and culturally diverse student life.

I wish you the best of luck in deciding which of our excellent programs best fits your  

interests, and I hope to welcome you to our campus in the next academic year.

Professor Philip Eijlander

Rector Magnificus
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Key figures

RANKINGS 

 π  Best specialist university in the Netherlands, in Elsevier’s Higher Education 

Review (every year since 2007)

 π  Top 500 Academic Ranking of the World Universities (Shanghai ranking, 2011, 

2012 and 2013)

 π  # 11 (Europe) in the Academic Ranking of World Universities in Social Science 

and # 7 (Europe) in the Academic Ranking of World Universities in Economics / 

Business (Shanghai ranking, 2013)

 π  # 15 (Europe) in the Times Higher Education World University Rankings for Social 

Sciences (2013)

 π  # 42 in Economics & Econometrics, # 52 in Accounting & Finance, and  

# 70 in Psychology according to the QS World University Rankings (2013)

 π # 32 (World) in the UT Dallas Top 100 Business School Research Ranking (2014)

 π # 3 (Europe) and # 19 (World) in the Tilburg University Economics Ranking

 (EconTop): World Top 100 of Economics Schools

 π  # 1 in the ranking of Top International Law Schools and # 2 in the ranking of Top 

Economics Departments & Research Centers according to the Social Science 

Research Network (2014 | www.ssrn.com)

For more information on rankings and accreditations, please visit 

www.tilburguniversity.edu/rankings

TILBURG UNIVERSITY IN A NUTSHELL: HERE ARE SOME ANNUAL FIGURES.

 π 12,599 students 

 π 1,820 international students from 93 countries

 π 153 Research Master students (55 Dutch, 98 international) 

 π 1,561 staff members 

 π 175 full professors 

 π 47 degree programs taught in English

 π 132 PhD degrees awarded

 π 1,025 academic publications in refereed journals

About Tilburg University 

HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION

Choosing Tilburg University means choosing to study at one of Europe’s most respected

institutions. We regularly take a leading position in international rankings and are

known for our international orientation: students from 93 countries currently study at the

university, so our campus really is a ‘global village’ of diversity. Moreover, each one of our

high-profile and innovative degree programs is accredited by the NVAO, the Accreditation

Organization of the Netherlands and Flanders.

The NVAO has awarded Tilburg University the Education Quality Assurance Label. The 

NVAO assessment panel concluded that Tilburg University is home to a vibrant and 

stimulating quality culture and has a relevant and widely supported vision on educational 

quality.

TOP RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

Scientific research is the foundation of Tilburg University. Our research into people and 

society is firmly anchored in the fields of economics, business studies, law, humanities, 

social sciences and theology. Our mission is to hold a critical and independent mirror up 

to society, but also to contribute to society for the benefit of all. 

National assessments and international reviews prove time and again that we achieve 

high rankings in all our fields. Several of our research programs belong to the best in  

Europe. Tilburg University has various interdisciplinary research centers in which  

academics with all kinds of expertise work together. These partnerships are innovative 

and inspiring: new insights and questions often arise where scientific disciplines meet. 

In our Research Master’s programs, leading research is combined with excellent  

education by our top researchers. They help you develop the skills required for  

cutting-edge research in your field of interest.

Research is about gaining new knowledge – knowledge that can be used for innovation 

and to help solve important societal issues. If this matches your ambitions, a Research 

Master is the right choice for you!
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A PhD at Tilburg University

After you have completed a (Research) Master’s program, there are several ways to 

 obtain a PhD degree at Tilburg University.

1.  PHD STUDENT (EMPLOYED BY TILBURG UNIVERSITY)

 This category of PhD students consists of temporary employees of Tilburg University, 

 usually for a period of three or four years. The Dutch term for this category is promovendus. 

2. EXTERNAL PHD STUDENT

 PhD students in this category are not employed by Tilburg University.  

The link with Tilburg University is primarily through the supervisor. 

3. PHD STUDENT WITH A GRANT

 This category consists of international PhD students who are not employed by Tilburg 

University, but have a grant which allows them to carry out their research here. For an 

overview of grant opportunities, please visit www.tilburguniversity.edu/scholarships  

4. DUAL PHD

 Dual PhD students are partially employed by Tilburg University and partially employed by 

a third party (e.g., a company or government agency). 

The PhD programs of Tilburg University are the responsibility of the Graduate Schools. 

For more information, please visit www.tilburguniversity.edu/phd-programs

A Research Master at Tilburg University

Tilburg University’s Research Master’s programs are two-year programs designed for  

talented (under)graduate students with strong analytical skills and an interest in  

academic research.

An exceptionally broad curriculum is just one of the ways in which these programs offer 

talented young researchers a superior academic learning environment. Students enjoy 

a high level of faculty guidance and peer support in writing their research papers, which 

serve as the basis for future applications for PhD or other research positions. Students 

enjoy a flexible study program in which they can choose their own research topic, 

supervisor and research group. Around 80% of all PhD students have completed a 

Research Master’s program at Tilburg University or elsewhere in the world. Therefore 

completing a Research Master’s program is the best way to prepare yourself for a PhD 

position at Tilburg University.

7 6
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CentER Graduate School 
for Economics and Business

Center for Economic Research (CentER) is an internationally acclaimed research institute

at the Tilburg School of Economics and Management. Established in 1988, it has evolved 

into a broad-based institute covering all research areas in economics and business. The 

CentER Graduate School offers full-fledged five-year PhD programs in Economics and in 

Business incorporating coursework and a PhD thesis.  

CentER Applied Research is the center for market-oriented made-to-measure products.

AN INSPIRING RESEARCH ENVIRONMENT 

CentER’s goal is to be an innovative research institute in Economics and Business where 

excellent research can develop and prosper. CentER aims to stay at the European top-3 

level and to reach a world top-20 level in research and education in economics and 

business. CentER focuses on fundamental research, including societally relevant research. 

Societal developments and societal questions are an inspiration to our scholars 

translating research to society.

CentER’s outstanding reputation in the international economics community and its 

 business research excellence attracts scholars from all over the world. These visiting 

scholars conduct research, publish papers in the Discussion Paper series, offer short 

courses on a variety of academic topics, and participate in informal exchanges with 

 students and professors.

RESEARCH AREAS

The research activities at CentER encompass the following research areas: Accounting, 

Econometrics, Finance, Information Management, Macroeconomics, Marketing, 

Microeconomics, Operations Research and Organization & Strategy. 

RESEARCH MASTER’S AND PHD PROGRAMS

Over the past fifteen years, CentER has been among the highest ranked research 

 institutes in Europe based on research published in the top international journals.  

CentER offers two five-year programs in business and in economics. The five-year 

programs are  divided in a two-year Research Master program and three-year PhD 

program. After finishing the program, you are well prepared for an academic position 

in top  universities around the globe. Since its inception in 1992, more than 300 CentER 

 students have  successfully completed their PhD studies.

TUTORIAL TEACHING

Students are taught in small groups by CentER fellows and visitors from international 

institutes, which gives our students the opportunity to learn from as well as participate in 

cutting-edge research.

SCHOLARSHIPS

CentER has its own scholarship program for Research Master students. CentER 

scholarships are awarded on the basis of academic merit and always include a partial 

tuition fee waiver for non-EEA students. We award Koopmans scholarships of e1000,- net 

per month and CentER Scholarships of e420,- net per month.

CAREER PERSPECTIVE

Graduates of CentER go on to work in a range of academic professions. We assist our 

students in preparing for the international job markets. Our PhD’s have found positions 

at different top universities (Chicago, Toronto, Cambridge, Oxford) and top companies 

(The World Bank, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Philips).

For more information, please visit: www.tilburguniversity.edu/center-graduate-school
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MSc Research Master in Business

The two-year Research Master’s program in Business consists of the doctoral course work 

which precedes the research years of the PhD candidate. It enables students to accumulate 

theoretical and technical knowledge of research methodology and to develop the skills 

required for cutting-edge research in their field. The Research Master’s program in Business 

ensures that students get acquainted with analytical and empirical tools that are frequently 

used in business research. In addition, the students gain a deep knowledge of their 

chosen field of specialization (Accounting, Finance, Information Management, Marketing, 

Operations Research, and Organization & Strategy).

The courses of the Research Master’s program in Business are taught by internationally 

renowned researchers belonging to CentER’s faculty and several excellent scholars invited 

from abroad.

PROSPECTIVE APPLICANTS 

We are looking for excellent candidates who have achieved outstanding study results in 

their relevant (under)graduate program. As an indication, the student must be among the 

top 10% of their class in their undergraduate (or graduate) programs.

We target the very best students as our doctoral program is demanding. During the 

research phase, our students typically spend a term at a top US university or a top UK 

university.

For more information regarding admission and application, please visit:  

www.tilburguniversity.edu/masters/rema-business

The business programs of Tilburg University have been accredited by  

the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB International). 

11

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

The Research Master’s program offers six different specializations:  

 π Finance (Corporate Finance, Asset Pricing, Banking) 

 π Accounting (Managerial, Financial Accounting) 

 π Information Management

 π Marketing (Marketing Research, Consumer Psychology)

 π Operations Research (Operations Management, Optimization Techniques)

 π  Organization & Strategy (International Business, Innovation Management, 

Organizational Theory)

Christophe Spaenjers, Assistant Professor of 
Finance, HEC Paris: “The day-to-day interaction 
between graduate students and CentER members is 
really unique.”
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MSc Research Master in Economics

CentER’s Research Master in Economics consists of two years of doctoral coursework and 

research training in economics. It thoroughly prepares you for doing PhD thesis research 

during the three-year PhD phase.

The first year of the Research Master’s program in Economics is fully devoted to a rigorous 

training in the core of economics. It equips you with a sound basis in economic and 

econometric theory and methods.

The second year of the Research Master’s program in Economics is evenly split between 

specialized coursework in two fields of your choice and a first major research paper, the 

Research Master thesis. It allows you to explore the many research groups at CentER, to 

fully develop your research interests, and to match up with one or more advisors that share 

your interests.

PROGRAM STRUCTURE IN THE FIRST AND SECOND YEARS

The first year of the Research Master’s program in Economics consists of ten core courses 

in Quantitative Methods, Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, and Econometrics. The 

second year of the program is devoted to field courses and papers (30 ECTS), a Master 

thesis (29 ECTS) and an academic writing course (1 ECTS). It offers you the chance to 

specialize in your preferred area of research. There are more than twenty dedicated field 

courses in the following areas to choose from:

 π Behavioral and Experimental Economics

 π Industrial Organization

 π Institutional Economics

 π Environmental Economics

 π Macroeconomics and Public Finance

 π Econometrics

 π Empirical Microeconomics

 π Microeconomic Theory

PROSPECTIVE APPLICANTS

We are looking for excellent candidates who have achieved outstanding study results in 

their relevant (under)graduate program. As an indication, the student must be among the 

top 10% of their class in their undergraduate (or graduate) programs.

The Research Master’s program in Economics is fully dedicated to preparing students 

for PhD thesis research at CentER. To this end, we limit the inflow to a small number of 

excellent students with a sincere interest in pursuing a PhD at CentER. We expect at least 

75% of these students to successfully complete the Research Master in Economics and 

continue with PhD thesis research in a fully funded PhD position at CentER.

Graduates of the Research Master program who do not continue with a PhD typically start 

their careers at government organizations and in the consultancy or financial sector.

After completing the PhD program, many students participate in CentER’s academic job 

placement procedure and find jobs at universities, research institutes, and government 

institutions around the world, as well as at private companies.

For more information regarding admission and application, please visit:  

www.tilburguniversity.edu/masters/rema-economics

13
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Tilburg Graduate Law School

Tilburg Graduate Law School can be considered the ‘home’ of our research talents. We 

are committed to training top law students from around the globe to become excellent 

researchers, whose academic work helps to solve today’s societal problems as well as to 

address new legal challenges. The Research Master and PhD students form a strong and 

lively community within Tilburg Law School, where quality and vitality are key concepts. 

Tilburg Law School is an inspiring environment for students who wish to conduct  

research in the field of Law.  

TOP RESEARCH ON AN INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

Tilburg Law School aims to achieve the highest possible standard of research by focusing 

on legal methodology and the interdisciplinary study of law. Our Law School ranks 

among the best in Europe and our research is internationally oriented. In 2013, our 

Research Master in Law received the highest score of all Research Master programs in the 

 Netherlands and received the qualification ‘Top rated programme’. 

The research mission of Tilburg Law School is to understand and improve the role of law in 

tackling societal problems now and in the future. We do this by engaging in groundbreaking 

research which pushes forward the horizons of juridical disciplines and national justice 

systems. In this way, we hope to uncover the fundamental principles of the law.

RESEARCH INSTITUTES AND CENTERS WITHIN THE LAW SCHOOL

 π International Victimology Institute Tilburg (INTERVICT)

 π  Research Institute for Flexicurity, Labour Market Dynamics and Social Cohesion 

(Reflect)

 π Tilburg Law and Economics Center (TILEC)

 π Tilburg Institute for Law, Technology and Society (TILT)

 π Center for Company Law (CCL)

 π Competence Centre for Pension research (CCP)

 π Center for Transboundary Legal Development (CTLD)

 π Fiscal Institute Tilburg (FIT)

 π Research Group for Methodology of Law and Legal Research (RGMLLR)

 π  Tilburg Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies of Civil Law and Conflict Resolution 

Systems (TISCO)

 π Tilburg School of Politics and Public Administration (TSPPA)

RESEARCH MASTER’S AND PHD PROGRAMS

The Research Master in Law program is a two-year program and is designed for talented 

Bachelor’s students with strong analytical skills and an interest in academic research.  

Students who already have an LLM may take part in the one-year program. Both 

 programs are an excellent preparation for a possible PhD position. PhD students are 

 usually employed for a three to four-year research period at Tilburg Law School, but it is 

also possible to be partially employed by Tilburg University and/or by a third party (e.g.,   

a company or government agency).

STUDENT SUPERVISION AND STUDENT PROGRESS

The Tilburg Graduate Law School takes care of the supervision and training of PhD  

students and Research Master students on a personal level. Research Master students 

enjoy a high level of faculty guidance and peer support in writing their research proposal, 

which serves as the fundament for future applications for PhD or other research 

positions. PhD students have meetings with their supervisors on a frequent basis, 

depending their personal needs. In cooperation with their supervisors, they write their 

own Doctorate Training and Supervision Plan, which serves as a monitoring instrument 

during the entire PhD project. To improve their research skills, Tilburg Law School 

organizes Winter and Summer Schools for researchers. A special course for non-western 

PhD researchers has recently been set up.

CAREER PERSPECTIVE

Every year, a large number of Research Master graduates, whose performance has been 

graded as good to outstanding, apply for our PhD program. Graduates are equipped to 

conduct research at various organizations, from universities and government bodies to 

international organizations and private organizations like law firms. 

For more information, please visit: www.tilburguniversity.edu/tls-graduate-school
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LLM Research Master in Law 

The Research Master in Law is a coproduction of Tilburg University and the Katholieke 

Universiteit Leuven (Belgium). The program is aimed at talented and motivated students 

wishing to become proficient in legal research. The Research Master’s program is not 

only challenging but also very intensive. Every year, a maximum of 24 talented and 

motivated students with strong analytical skills and a good academic record are admitted 

to the program.

The Research Master in Law is designed for talented and motivated students with the 

ambition to develop a proficiency in legal research via a top-quality degree program. 

DEVELOPING YOUR SKILLS IN ACADEMIC RESEARCH

Intellectually challenging and intensive, the program provides students with a 

comprehensive understanding of how to conduct independent and critical academic 

research. Students gain specialized knowledge in one or more legal areas, and develop 

the social and intellectual skills needed to perform in national and international research 

groups. 

MORE INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT

Every year, a maximum of 24 national and international students with strong academic  

records are admitted to the program. Because the group is purposely kept small,  students 

can expect one-on-one time with their supervisors. Each student is also  assigned a 

 mentor, who can provide program support and guidance as regards the student’s  

progress, direction, and future ambitions.

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 

The Research Master in Law is unique in its generalized nature. Talented young  

researchers are given the tools to conduct methodically sound legal research within  

a wide range of different legal fields. Particular attention is given to the fields of  

comparative law, judicial lawmaking, principles of law, and the interdisciplinary study of law.

PHD OPPORTUNITIES AFTER THE RESEARCH MASTER IN LAW

Regular PhD: Employed by Tilburg Law School, usually for a period of three or four years

External PhD: Not employed by Tilburg Law School; you write a PhD thesis in your  

own time 

PhD student with a grant/scholarship: International PhD student who has a grant to  

carry out research at Tilburg Law School

More information at www.tilburguniversity.edu/tls-graduate-school
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Key courses Methods of Legal Research, Interdisciplinary Study 

of Law, Comparative Law, Principles of Law, Research 

Training

Career prospects Researcher at various organizations: universities 

(PhD), government bodies, social and international 

organizations, for business and industry 

Key characteristics • Top-rated programme (Keuzegids 2013)

• Cooperation with Leuven University (Belgium) 

•  Small groups, interactive teaching methods 

(max. 24 students) 

•  Individual supervision by internationally reputed 

professors 

Best preparatory Bachelor’s University-level degree in law

Additional requirements Written article, paper or thesis (in English) 

More information www.tilburguniversity.edu/masters/remalaw 
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“Ranked as one of the best Master’s in the Netherlands, 
the Research Master in Law provides high-quality 
education in a professional and inspiring setting. 
Personally I am doing this program to complement my 
Master’s program in Victimology and Criminal Justice. 
In this way, I acquire all the necessary research skills and 
knowledge which I foresee to be essential for my future 
legal career. It feels like a great investment in my future.”
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Graduate School for  
Social and Behavioral Sciences
 

The Graduate School for Social and Behavioral Sciences is always on the lookout to create 

an inspirational environment for Research Master students, PhD students, and researchers. 

 We offer one Research Master’s program and a PhD (doctorate) training program. 

STUDENT SUPERVISION AND STUDENT PROGRESS

The Graduate School for Social and Behavioral Sciences contributes to and facilitates: 

 π  recruiting talented research candidates, safeguarding the programs’ quality 

aspects 

 π establishing cooperative ties with partner institutions

 π supervision of the progress of PhD students

 π offering a tailored PhD training program

 π  facilitating (PhD) students who want to specialize in fundamental scientific 

research

 π promoting the interests of all PhD students by means of a PhD Council

 π offering (PhD) students career opportunities as researchers

A MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH ENVIRONMENT 

The Graduate School fosters all the fundamental research in the Tilburg School of Social 

and Behavioral Sciences. By providing its research staff and visiting researchers with an 

excellent research environment and opportunities, it promotes innovative and high-

quality, multi-disciplinary, multi-level, and international research. Researchers participate 

in a number of research institutes which focus on specific essential issues. Most research 

institutes are multidisciplinary and inter-School and bring together a broad spectrum of 

academic research topics in the field of Medical and Behavioral Sciences, Psychology, 

Sociology, Human Resources, Methodology and Statistics, and Organization Studies. 

RESEARCH INSTITUTES AND COLLABORATIONS

 π Center for Innovation Research (CIR)

 π Center of Research on Psychology in Somatic Diseases (CoRPS)

 π European Values Study (EVS)

 π Scientific center for care and welfare (Tranzo)

 π Tilburg Institute for Behavioral Economics Research (Tiber)

RESEARCH MASTER’S PROGRAM 

Our two-year Research Master’s program enables very talented students to qualify for a 

PhD position or for a research career outside the university. Only 30 students per year can 

be admitted to this high-quality program. 

PHD PROGRAM 

Within the Graduate School, over 80 internal PhD students are doing research and 

writing a thesis in order to obtain a doctorate. These projects last for three or four years. 

As an internal PhD student, with a paid position, you combine doing research with 

teaching activities and taking post-Master level courses. You become part of an 

interactive and stimulating research environment. Next to our internal PhD students, 

more than 100 external PhD students are writing their thesis under supervision of our 

faculty members. As an external PhD student you have arranged your own finances, but 

you can make use of all the research facilities. Every year, an average of 45 PhD students 

from the Graduate School for Social and Behavioral Sciences successfully defend their 

PhD thesis.

You are eligible for our PhD program if you hold a Master’s (MSc/MA) or Research  

Master’s degree in social and/or behavioral sciences or another relevant field (for  

instance, Public Health, Biology, Medicine, Marketing, or Methodology).

For more information, please visit: www.tilburguniversity.edu/tsb-graduate-school
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MSc Research Master in Social and 
Behavioral Sciences

The Research Master in Social and Behavioral Sciences is a two-year, English-taught 

program in which you will take state-of-the-art courses and be involved in hands-on 

research. The program integrates social, psychological, sociological, organizational, and 

methodological perspectives on the central research theme, “Individual in Social Context”.

It is the only Research Master in the Netherlands that offers this interdisciplinary view on 

social behavior. The program provides talented young researchers from all over the world 

with the tools they need to conduct fundamental academic research in the Social and 

 Behavioral Sciences. The best researchers and research groups the Tilburg School of Social 

and Behavioral Sciences has to offer participate in this program. You will learn everything 

there is to know about doing academic research in the field of Social Sciences, because 

almost half the program consists of contributing to five research projects that are related to 

your specialization.

INDIVIDUAL IN SOCIAL CONTEXT

The program focuses on individual behavior from three social-science perspectives; social 

 psychology, sociology, and organization studies. In the first year, all students study these 

perspectives, both separately and in connection to the other contexts. You will also take 

metho dology and statistics courses, preparing you for your first research project: the First-

Year Paper. The second year is characterized by specialization in one of the following fields: 

Methodology and Statistics, Social Psychology, Sociology, or Organization Studies. Each  

specialization offers internal and international traineeships, specialized content and statis-

tics courses. The second year is concluded with the pièce de résistance: the Master’s thesis. 

PROSPECTIVE APPLICANTS

Students must apply for enrollment in the program. Admission takes place after selection. 

Successful candidates hold a university Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in Social Sciences 

and must have a good academic record: a CGPA of >75%. Many graduates of the Research 

Master Social and Behavioral Sciences continue as PhD students at different universities 

around the globe. 

For more information regarding admission and application, please visit:  

www.tilburguniversity.edu/masters/remasbs

21

Anna Katharina Spälti, a dual US-Swiss citizen, 
Research Master Social and Behavioral Sciences 
student: “Coming from a liberal arts and interdisciplinary 
background, I was intrigued by the interdisciplinary 
composition of the Research Master in Social and 
Behavioral Sciences program. While giving me a wide 
range of knowledge in the social sciences, it also allows me 
to focus on my main field of interest.”

Key courses Interpersonal Behavior, Organizations and Groups, Networks 

and Cohesion, Multivariate Analysis, Survey Research, 

Psychometrics, Experimental Research, Meta Analysis, 

Programming, Thesis 

Career prospects High-level applied or fundamental research positions at 

research-based organizations such as universities and 

consultancies

Key characteristics •  Interdisciplinary first year; focus on both Social Sciences 

and Behavioral Sciences

•  Specialization in Social Psychology, Organization Studies, 

Sociology or Methodology and Statistics 

•  Small-scale program; a maximum of 30 bright students 

from different academic and cultural backgrounds 

Best preparatory 

Bachelor’s/Master’s

Programs in the social or the behavioral sciences with a 

quantitative focus 

More information www.tilburguniversity.edu/masters/remasbs
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Graduate School for Humanities

The Graduate School for Humanities offers an environment in which Research Master 

students, PhD students and faculty can easily meet, work and learn together. It com prises 

a number of Research Master’s programs and a PhD (doctorate) training program. It was 

founded to create an attractive environment, conducive to intensive and easy contacts 

between students and researchers in the scientific fields in which the Tilburg School of 

Humanities and Tilburg School of Catholic Theology excel. 

AN INSPIRING RESEARCH ENVIRONMENT 

The objectives pursued by the Graduate School for Humanities specifically include the 

following: 

 π  recruiting talented research candidates and safeguarding the programs’ quality 

aspects 

 π establishing cooperative ties with similar institutions at home and abroad

 π  offering (PhD) students career opportunities as researchers in the various phases 

of the programs 

 π guiding PhD supervisors

With more than 100 PhD students in the Graduate School, both Tilburg School of 

Humanities and Tilburg School of Catholic Theology bring together a wide spectrum of 

academic research disciplines: Communication and Information Sciences, Language and 

Culture Studies, Religious and Ritual Studies, Philosophy and Theology.

The research objectives of the Graduate School for Humanities are to make considerable 

local and global contributions to society through multidisciplinary initiatives, innovative 

research, and excellent researchers.

RESEARCH INSTITUTES WITHIN HUMANITIES AND THEOLOGY

 π Babylon, Center for the Study of Superdiversity

 π Institute for Liturgical and Ritual Studies (ILRS)

 π Tilburg center for Cognition and Communication (TiCC)

 π Center for Logic, General Ethics, and Philosophy of Science (TiLPS)

 π Center for Prison Pastoral Care (CJP)

 π Center for Patristic Research (CPR)

 π Cardinal Willebrands Research Center (CWRC)

 π Franciscan Study Centre (FSC)

 π Study Group Relationship Judaism Christianity (RJC)

 π Thomas Institute (TI)

RESEARCH MASTER’S AND PHD PROGRAMS

A Research Master’s program is a two-year research training at MPhil level. It is a mix of 

taught modules, seminars and supervised individual research work. A PhD program is 

typically a three to four-year research period under individual supervision, with a mix of 

(national or international) intensive courses, seminars and conference presentations.

STUDENT SUPERVISION AND STUDENT PROGRESS

Research Master students are assigned a tutor-researcher from the discipline they are 

predominantly focused on. The tutor has a streamline role, he informs the student about 

ongoing research programs, guides the student through the administration system, and 

also advises the student on how to deal with possible gaps in  previous training that may 

become apparent after the student has been officially admitted to the Research Master’s 

program. Moreover, the Education Office monitors the student’s progress and performance 

within the program. At the same time, the student is responsible for contacting the tutor or 

academic advisor when necessary in order to successfully complete the program. 

CAREER PERSPECTIVE

At the student’s request, and after consultation with the tutor, the Graduate School for 

Humanities searches for opportunities for further research within the School, at partner 

institutes or at other institutes in the Netherlands or abroad.

For more information, please visit: www.tilburguniversity.edu/tsh-graduate-school
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MA Research Master in  
Language and Communication  

The Research Master in Language and Communication is a two-year program offered 

jointly by Tilburg University and Radboud University Nijmegen. Both universities combine 

leading-edge research with excellent education. This program, with its strong emphasis 

on empirical study, is unique in the Netherlands.

THE HUMAN CAPACITY FOR COMMUNICATION

Within this program, empirical research techniques are applied to focus on language as 

it is actually used. The program covers the numerous ways in which written and spoken 

language is used – for example, to persuade, to inform, and to exchange ideas. Because 

communication and the use of language are so tightly interwoven, we take an integrated 

approach. For example, when other, non-verbal, cues are taken into account, 

understanding spoken language is made easier. Such cues may include facial expressions 

and eye contact. The interrelationships between language and communication have been 

further illuminated by developments in information and communication technology. 

These have opened up exciting new areas of research, providing insight, for example, into 

ways in which information from both linguistic and non-linguistic sources can be 

integrated into multimodal messages.

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

Within the Research Master’s program, the focus areas include Communication, 

 Linguistics, Information Technology, Language and Speech Technology, Psycholinguistics, 

Sociolinguistics, Linguistic Anthropology, and Language Acquisition. 

PROSPECTIVE APPLICANTS

We are looking for talented students who have an affinity with language and 

communication and who are motivated to do scientific research, as demonstrated in their 

previous Bachelor’s or Master’s thesis, or in a dedicated research proposal.

For more information regarding admission and application, please visit

www.tilburguniversity.edu/masters/rema-lc
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Key courses Foundations of Language & Communication, Corpus 

and Experimental Methods, Classic texts in Language & 

Communication, Research Seminar

Career prospects Besides research positions at universities, there are research 

and management positions in businesses, (non-)profit 

organizations, the educational sector and the government

Key characteristics •  Joint program offered by Tilburg University and Radboud 

University Nijmegen

•  Explore language and communication as an integrated 

whole

Best qualifying Bachelor’s 

degrees

•  Communication & Information Sciences

•  Linguistics and Literature 

Learning outcome This Research Master’s program, which relies heavily 

on research, offers a lot of options and opportunities 

for ambitious students interested in language and 

communication

More information www.tilburguniversity.edu/masters/rema-lc

Zeynep Azar, Turkey, Research Master in Language 
and Communication: “It is a life-changing experience 
with the diversity and novelty of options it offers 
regarding various disciplines. Moreover, openmindedness 
and collaboration among academics has broadened 
my horizon and enhanced my skills as a student and a 
prospective researcher.” 
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Key courses Epistemology, Philosophy of Science, Logic, Ethics, 

Metaethics, Business Ethics, German Idealism, Hermeneutics

Career prospects PhD researcher, policy advisor, science communicator, 

researcher in NGO’s or think tanks, consultant

Key characteristics Personal tutoring during the whole academic year, teaching 

internship to prepare you for lecturing philosophy, specialized 

training courses to improve your skills in academic writing at 

doctorate level, study abroad as part of the curriculum

Best qualifying Bachelor’s 

degrees

Philosophy or a relevant discipline such as Cognitive Science, 

Psychology, Liberal Arts and Sciences

Learning outcome You will develop the skills and insight needed to conduct 

independent academic research in philosophy at a 

postgraduate level

More information www.tilburguniversity.edu/masters/rema-phil

PROSPECTIVE APPLICANTS

Tilburg University has a strong position in research development. The university is 

involved in different partnerships and joint ventures with other universities and research 

institutes all over the world. The continuous exchange of knowledge and ideas in these 

networks makes it possible to create excellent educational programs in research. The 

Research Master’s program in Philosophy is taught by scholars with an established 

reputation in research. Therefore this program is offered to a select group of excellent and 

talented students with a strong interest in research.

For more information regarding admission and application, please visit  

www.tilburguniversity.edu/masters/rema-phil
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Prof. Dr. Jan Sprenger, Department of Philosophy:
“The combination of traditional philosophical techniques 
such as conceptual analysis or studying the classics with 
modern, cutting-edge methods, such as mathematical 
modeling, psychological experiments, and agent-based 
simulations, makes our research environment at Tilburg 
University so unique. The entire atmosphere is very open, 
collaborative, and inspiring! In addition, it is a small 
department where you, as a Research Master student,  
will easily feel at home.” 

MA Research Master in Philosophy 

The Research Master’s program in Philosophy is a two-year program that covers a wide 

range of subjects in philosophy. Our overall aim is to provide you with the skills and insight 

needed to do independent intellectual work in philosophy at a postgraduate level. Some of 

our students want to acquire these skills and insights as preparation for a PhD track, some 

aspire to use them in another research-related profession (e.g., an NGO or a think tank) 

while others are just excited by the intellectual challenge. All are invited to participate in a 

lively research environment in which students are encouraged to interact with some of the 

best minds in the field.

THE ART OF THINKING

The distinctive characteristic of our Research Master’s program in Philosophy is its emp-

hasis on skills relating to reasoning, analysis, argumentation and communication. You will 

receive solid, thorough training in the art of thinking: you will be taught to reason clearly 

and analyze critically, allowing you to understand complex subjects. In addition, you will 

acquire techniques to help you to accurately convey your thoughts. 

EXCELLENT RESEARCH

Research in philosophy at Tilburg University attracts world-wide attention. The Tilburg 

Center for Logic, General Ethics and Philosophy of Science (TiLPS) is an internationally 

renowned research hub and home to extensive collaboration between logicians, 

philosophers of science, epistemologists, and ethicists (including metaethics and business 

ethics). TiLPS hosts regular seminars and colloquia as well as an impressive agenda of 

workshops and conferences with distinguished guests from all over the world.
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Practical information

TUITION FEES 

Tilburg University receives state funding for students who are citizens of countries within 

the European Economic Area (EEA). Different tuition fees therefore apply to EEA and 

non-EEA citizens. The tuition fees for 2015-2016 had not yet been determined at the time 

of publishing. To give you an idea: in 2014-2015 EEA and Swiss students paid e 1,906 for 

a full academic year and non-EEA students paid a maximum of e 12,500 per year. The 

precise tuition fees for our Research Master’s programs commencing 2015-2016 will be 

available on our website at www.tilburguniversity.edu/tuitionfees in Fall 2014.

Please note: students only pay tuition fees for a Research Master’s program. The PhD 

programs are free of charge.

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Tilburg University provides a number of scholarships for outstanding international 

students who have been admitted to a Master’s program. One example is the Tilburg 

University Scholarship for Academic Excellence, which often consists of a partial tuition 

fee waiver (for non-EEA students) plus, in many cases, a contribution towards living 

expenses for one academic year. The application deadline for this scholarship is 1 

April. More information about the requirements for this scholarship and an overview 

of other scholarships we offer can be found at www.tilburguniversity.edu/scholarships. 

Candidates are also encouraged to apply for external scholarships. For information about 

other opportunities, please visit www.grantfinder.nl. 

IMMIGRATION REQUIREMENTS 

From the moment you are admitted to one of our programs, our International Office will 

help you with all immigration formalities, including visa procedures. Please visit  

www.tilburguniversity.edu/immigration for more information.

ACCOMMODATION 

We will help you to get started with finding your own accommodation in Tilburg by bringing 

you into contact with housing companies that offer fully furnished accommodation for 

international students. More information: www.tilburguniversity.edu/accommodation

STUDENT PORTAL

On our Student Portal, you can find all relevant information about studying at Tilburg 

University. Visit www.tilburguniversity.edu/students and find out!

Tilburg and the Netherlands

THE NETHERLANDS 

The Netherlands offers an excellent base for your international study experience: the 

standard of education on offer is top-class and you will certainly feel at home. The 

Netherlands is one of the most multicultural countries in Europe. English is widely 

spoken, and it is easy to get around and meet people. Moreover, the Dutch economy 

provides interesting opportunities for those who wish to work in a multinational and 

multicultural environment.

GETTING AROUND 

Getting around in the Netherlands is easy as the public transportation system is 

excellent. It is just a short train ride to cities like Amsterdam, The Hague and Rotterdam. 

European capitals like Brussels, Paris and London are also within easy reach, since 

Schiphol Airport and Eindhoven Airport are nearby, making air travel easy. For example, 

London is just a one-hour flight away.

 

TILBURG: A VIBRANT STUDENT CITY

There is more to Tilburg than work and study. With a population of nearly 211,000 

inhabitants, Tilburg is the sixth largest city in the Netherlands. The city has a lively 

center and a vibrant student life. Given the many international student organizations 

and associations, cinemas, museums, concert halls and many pubs and bars, not to 

mention numerous festivals, exhibitions and conferences, you can enjoy an exciting and 

challenging student life. Visit www.tilburguniversity.edu/studentlife for more information.
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This is a publication of Tilburg University. Although this brochure was prepared with 

great care, Tilburg University reserves the right to change, without notice, any programs, 

 policies,  requirements or regulations published in this brochure. 

The photographs used in this brochure were commissioned by Tilburg University.  

The people on the pictures are genuine students, alumni and staff of the university. 
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www.tilburguniversity.edu/research-masters-and-phd

Contact us

Tilburg University

Warandelaan 2

5037 AB Tilburg

The Netherlands

E-mail: information@tilburguniversity.edu

  Tilburg University

  @TilburgU_Eng

  TilburgUniversity

mailto:information%40tilburguniversity.edu?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/TilburgUniversity
https://twitter.com/@Tilburg_Uni
http://www.youtube.com/TilburgUniversity

